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1985 Class Notes Archives 
 

----- From July 2017 AALFNY Newsletter -----  
 

In Memoriam: 
● Christina Houri († August 19, 2014) 
● Olivier Nida († June 2016) 
(See In memoriam section of this newsletter for further details) 

 
● Pierre Oury (LSY: Terminale in 1985) wrote: "I recently retired from the USAF after 27 years of service as a 
fighter pilot and security cooperation strategist, capping off my career at HQ US Air Forces Europe-Africa 
located in Ramstein, Germany. I now fly the B767/B757 for United Airlines based out of Washington DC." (The 
French newspaper 'Le Republicain Lorrain' carried a report of Pierre's retirement event. Click HERE to read the 
report) 
 
● Zouera Youssoufou (LSY: Terminale in 1985) nous écrit: « Depuis Juillet 2011, j'ai quitté les États Unis pour la 
3eme fois pour rentrer en Afrique. D'abord au Gabon, pour le compte de la Banque Mondiale, ou j'étais 
représentante pour 3 pays d'Afrique Centrale. En Janvier 2015, je suis venue au Nigéria - mon autre pays (ma 
mère en est originaire), où j'ai pris la direction de la Fondation Dangote, la plus grande d'Afrique 
subsaharienne. Nous sommes une famille nomade : mon mari de presque 21 ans, Moise Keita fait des forages 
au Mali, notre fils Modibo finit le Lycée cette année à Londres, et va a l'université aux États Unis, et notre 
petite Kaliyah (15 ans quand même!!) est au Lycée à Lagos. J'ai retrouvé Fatoumata Cissé (’85), ma copine du 
Lycée, ici à Lagos après presque 20 ans!!!! Photo attached. I am really sorry I missed the reunion in April 2017, 
i had just left New York 3 days prior. » 
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http://www.lfnyalumni.org/en/news/no.35/50/2097
http://www.lfnyalumni.org/webfiles/documents/1985_Oury_retirement.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
● At the end of April, 2017 a 30 year reunion for the classes of ’85, ’86, and ’87, and organized by Alessandra 
Gagliardi (’86) and Kaisa Akerlund ('86) was held in NYC. Click HERE for a report and photos of the event. 
(Note: You can also see many more photos and videos of the event at a private Facebook page--click HERE—
but you must ask to join the group after you access that page) 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lfnyalumni.org/webfiles/documents/Reunion_FINAL.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/847115865420783/
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● Daria (Maazel) Steketee (LSY : 4eme in 1981) nous écrit: « Récemment ma série de sculptures murales « 
Home » a été exposée à la Maison de la Nature et de l’Arbre à Meudon » (Click HERE for more from Daria, and 
to see some samples of her recent work) 
 
● Marie-Louise (Blanchard) Zissler (LSY: 7eme in 1978) shared this with us: “I attended the Lycee in 7eme 
during the 1977-78 school year. My teacher was Mme. Ettinger. I have good memories of all the students I 
met that year, my first year living in the US. After leaving the Lycee, I attended Hillcrest High School in Queens, 
then completed my university studies at Florida Atlantic University with degrees in Accounting and Finance. I 
joined Citigroup as an internal auditor in Miami and moved with the company to Tampa and New York during 
my 13 years with the organization. Presently, I am the Director of Internal Audit at the Diocese of Metuchen in 
Piscataway, New Jersey. I live in New Jersey with my husband and two children.” 
 
● Cinthia Levy (LSY: Terminale in 1985) « Après plusieurs années d’études aux Etats Unis, j’ai entamé une 
carrière d’avocate au Barreau de Bruxelles. J’ai toujours exercé ce métier en privilégiant la négociation et le 
conseil. Ma pratique est axée sur la recherche de solutions concrètes en respectant les intérêts des parties et 
en évitant, quand cela est possible, des procédures judiciaires souvent inadaptées au monde des affaires.  
Dans le cadre de ma carrière, j’ai été le conseil de différentes entreprises commerciales notamment dans le 
domaine de la distribution pharmaceutique et automobile; j’ai été responsable de la Commission des Statuts 
et des Contrats de l’Ordre des Médecins en Belgique pendant plus de dix ans et exercé plusieurs mandats pour 
le Département de la Santé Belge. Depuis quelques années, j’exerce mes activités de conseils et académiques 
au départ de Lausanne.  
Ces dix dernières années, je me suis spécialisée dans le domaine de la médiation civile et commerciale, 
comme médiatrice et conseil en gestion des conflits [.....] En 2009, j’ai été nommée chargée de cours auprès 
de la Faculté de droit de l’Université de Lausanne (UNIL) pour enseigner la médiation et les modes alternatifs 
de résolution des conflits [.....] » (http://www.medialegeneve.ch/cinthia.html) 
 
● Barbara (Rozental) Fillip (LSY: Terminale in 1985) is a Knowledge Management Project Manager at ASRC 
Federal. She obtained an MIA in International Development at Columbia University - School of International 
and Public Affairs in 1989, and a Ph.D. in International Development at the University of Pittsburgh in 1997. “I 
have 20 years of experience in two professional areas (International Development and Aerospace), combining 
project management, research, training and facilitation skills which I have applied in related fields such as 
Monitoring and Evaluation, Knowledge Management and Organizational Learning. My specialty is Applied 
Insight Mapping, a variation of concept mapping which, combined with group facilitation, enables groups and 
teams to identify and document key insights and lessons based on their experience. I have worked in 
international organizations, non-profit organizations, as a contractor in a federal government organization and 
as a consultant, which has given me a broad understanding of varied organizational settings.” 
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http://www.lfnyalumni.org/webfiles/documents/1985_Daria_(Maazel)_Steketee,.pdf
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(https://www.linkedin.com/in/bfillip) 
 
● Sylvia Fety (LSY: 2nde in 1983) is a Program Director at Edwin Gould Services for Children & Families in New 
York. She has a Masters degree from City University of New York-Hunter College. 
 
● Jean-Christophe Lemaistre (LSY: terminale in 1985) is the Sales Manager in Paris of Grünenthal Group (a 
research-based pharmaceutical company headquartered in Aachen, Germany). He is a 1992 graduate of the 
Ecole nationale vétérinaire d'Alfort (veterinarian and biology) and a 2001 graduate (MBA) of ESCP Europe. 
 
● Jonathan Littell (LSY : 2nde in 1983) « filme d’anciens enfants soldats en Ouganda dans ‘Wrong Elements’ : 
L’auteur des Bienveillantes (prix Goncourt 2006) Jonathan Littell fait ses premiers pas dans la réalisation. 
L’écrivain qui a passé plusieurs années dans l’humanitaire s’intéresse au devenir des enfants enlevés en 
Ouganda à partir de 1989 par l’Armée de résistance du Seigneur, groupe désigné terroriste par les Etats-Unis 
en 2001. Le jeune réalisateur suit trois de ces anciens enfants forcés à servir les intérêts du groupe armé dirigé 
par Joseph Kony : Geofrey et Michael étaient soldats, Nighty une épouse de dirigeant. Revenant sur les lieux 
qui ont accueilli leur engagement forcé, ils se souviennent et travaillent la mémoire de cette période où eux-
mêmes ont tués des civils. ‘Wrong Elements’ sortira le 22 mars, 2017. » (http://www.lesinrocks.com)  
(The interview with Jonathan in the March 16, 2017 issue of the French magazine L'OBS) 
 
● Galdina della Seta (LSY: 10eme in 1975) owns and operates a renowned pasticceria (confectionary/pastry 
shop) in Milan, Italy. (Click HERE  to access her website) 
 
● Jessica (Gordon) Ryan (LSY: 8eme in 1977): "is a lifestyle writer, photographer and social media strategist 
for luxury brands, print and digital publications. She has been described as a “tastemaker and lifestyle writer 
with a stellar reputation as a trend-setting bon vivant.” She is the owner and creative director of The 
Entertaining House - a website that has become synonymous with poise and luxury and has garnered 
attention from top brands designers and celebrities from around the world. Both for her website and 
professionally she writes dexterously about culture across the board. Her writing and photography have been 
featured in local, national, print and digital publications such as Fairfield Magazine, Westport Magazine, 
AtHome in Fairfield County, Greenwich Magazine, Yankee Magazine, The Daily Basics, CTBites, and Coastal 
Connecticut Magazine where she has written about food, travel, design and architecture." 
(http://www.jessicagordonryan.com/home/sfju723v6mxyjhuhglxq11vkcj6fmh)) 
Jessica's website has an article by her entitled "My New York School Years: The Lycee Francais" that amusingly 
recounts her years at the LFNY. (Click HERE to access the article) 
 
----- From December 2015 AALFNY Newsletter -----  
 
● Matthew Caws (LSY: 2nde in 1983) wrote: "Hi classmates, I'm still busy with Nada Surf, the band I've been in 
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http://www.lfnyalumni.org/webfiles/documents/Littell.pdf
http://www.galdina.com/news.asp
http://www.jessicagordonryan.com/archives/eentertaininghouse.com/2010/03/my-new-york-school-years-lycee-francais.html
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with Daniel Lorca ('85) since 1994. I sing and play guitar and he plays bass. Our eighth album is called "You 
Know Who You Are" and will be out on March 4th, 2016. We'll be touring through Europe in April and through 
the United States in May. To see our tour dates go to www.nadasurf.com. The band's Facebook page is also a 
good place to stayed informed about what we're doing. I'm active on my own Facebook page as well as on 
Twitter and Instagram. Let's connect there!" 
 
● Cinthia Levy (LSY: Terminale in 1985) sent this message for her classmates: "Salut les amis d’il y a bien 
longtemps: J’habite à Lausanne, je suis mariée et j’ai 3 (grands ) enfants. Je suis avocate et médiatrice et 
j’enseigne à l’université de Lausanne et de Genève. Si l’un d’entre vous est de passage à Genève ou Lausanne, 
faites-moi signe. Même si on prend quelques rides, le cœur d’enfant reste au rendez-vous, surtout quand on 
regarde les photos de notre fête du dernier jour au Lycée, blouses blanche de labo et farine à gogo. :-)Au 
plaisir de vous redécouvrir." (Cinthia also sent us a photo of her and her family. Click on PDF file HERE) 
 
● Daria (Maazel) Steketee (LSY: 4eme in 1981) wrote: "I would like to share the news that I am having an 
exhibition of my latest artwork and invite all Lycée alumni to attend. It is taking place in Paris, from March 29 
to April 17, 2016 at the gallery L'Oeuil du Huit (http://oeilduhuit.com), 8 rue Milton, Paris 9ème. They can also 
go to my website for more information. " (Click HERE to access Daria's website. Also, click on PDF file HERE to 
view two of Daria's recent sculptures) 
 
● Yael Melamede (LSY: 1ere in 1984) "is the co-founder of SALTY Features - an independent production 
company based in NYC whose goal is to create media that is provocative, entertaining and enhances the 
world. Melamede’s newest film and directorial debut “(Dis)Honesty - The Truth About Lies” was released to 
great critical acclaim in May 2015. Melamede’s recent films include INOCENTE, directed by Sean and Andrea 
Fine, winner of the 2013 Academy Award for Best Documentary Short; WHEN I WALK, directed by Jason 
DaSilva, winner of a 2015 News and Documentary Emmy; and DESERT RUNNERS, directed by Jennifer 
Steinman, winner of multiple awards in the US and around the world. Other producing credits include: BRIEF 
INTERVIEWS WITH HIDEOUS MEN, THE INNER LIFE OF MARTIN FROST, and MY ARCHITECT, nominated for an 
Academy Award in 2004. Melamede was trained as an architect before becoming a filmmaker." 
(https://www.linkedin.com/in/yael-melamede-0367765) 
 
● Pascal Pewinski (LSY: 9eme in 1976) is “Chief Commercial Officer at AREVA H2Gen, a European industrial 
start up, that builds innovative hydrogen solutions for the industry and the renewable energies sector.” 
(fr.linkedin.com/in/pewinski/en) 
 
● Paulo Pinto Da Silva (LSY: 2nde in 1983) is an International Flight Attendant/Purser at American Airlines. 
 
● Jessica (Gordon) Ryan (LSY: 8eme in 1977) "is a lifestyle writer, photographer and memoirist with a stellar 
reputation as a trendsetting bon vivant. The stylish and vivacious owner/creative director of The Entertaining 
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House.....has garnered attention from top brands, designers and celebrities from around the world. The 
connoisseur looks back to early summers and later years spent in Europe for much of her inspiration. For her 
design prowess, she draws upon the influence of her maternal grandmother, a published designer, who told 
her that all (decorating) rules were meant to be broken.....Her flair for elegance, grace and sophistication is 
gleaned from the classics but never in a predictable way, as it is her bent to infuse timeless sensibilities with 
bright, bold colors and patterns. She believes that all style should have a sense of playfulness and whimsy, and 
she very much favors the unexpected. Jessica writes dexterously about culture across the board—from 
lifestyle and food to fashion and décor. Her writing and photography have been featured in both local and 
national publications. She was recently selected to be a Global Lighting Tastemaker and The Entertaining 
House was selected as one of the Top 100 Interior Design Blogs for 2014 and 2015.”  
(https://www.linkedin.com/pub/jessica-moseley-gordon/1a/937/114) 
 
● Marc Svensson (LSY: 9eme in 1976) “ is a random artist with special interest and expertise in comic books. 
He’s a collector of Golden Age, Silver Age, Bronze Age comics, and everything in between. As a painter, he’s 
had solo shows in New Jersey and Manhattan, and he has participated in group shows at the APA Gallery in 
Soho.  
Marc was born to a Swedish father and an American mother and spent his early years in Canada attending 
French schools.....He moved with his family to the U.S. when he was seven years-old and attended Lycée 
Francais de New York.....At the age of ten, he switched to an English-speaking school where all of his creativity 
and artistic curiosity was promptly extinguished.  
“Art class was conducted in an unventilated basement at my new school, and it often involved rubber cement. 
I felt that the teacher was trying to kill me—and the art supplies probably were. I went from being creative 
and imaginative in the classroom to being a rubber cement fume-induced zombie. The good news is it stopped 
me from caring about what other people thought of my art. My art became much more personal.”  
From the age of five, Marc has had a love of comics in all forms and began collecting whatever he could get his 
hands on.....His interest in original comic book creators continued into young adulthood when he conjured 
opportunities to meet many of these artists, some of whom became mentors and close friends.....As a comic 
historian, Marc has been featured on WBAI’s “’Nuff Said” radio program in New York City. He is also a regular 
contributor to Interlac, a publication devoted to the DC Comics science fiction superhero team the Legion of 
Super-Heroes. Marc is also a writer and cartoonist. His two main cartoon creations are Totemhead and Mouse 
Major.....Marc has an undergraduate degree in visual arts from Bowdoin College and an MBA in finance from 
Cornell University. He is a Kukkiwon-registered fourth-degree black belt in Tae Kwon-Do; but mostly he is a 
husband and full-time dad to his three sons.” (http://www.wizardworld.com/marcsvensson.html) 
 
● Annas Allaf (LSY: 7eme in 1978): “.....Despite his vastly diverse musicianship skills in different genres (clearly 
a direct result of having been raised all over the world), Michael Heart [Annas’ stage name] has an affinity for 
authenticity and purity when it comes to his music. When he makes a Pop/Rock record, you just know it’s a 
Pop/Rock record. Such is the case with his debut Pop/Rock CD titled “Unsolicited Material” ..... Michael’s 
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background is as diverse as can be. Born in Syria and raised in Europe (Switzerland and Austria) and the United 
States, he has lived a multi-cultural life and absorbed the music of different parts of the world ..... He started 
out on piano and guitar at age 10. Shortly thereafter, he began dabbling in songwriting and eventually made 
the natural progression towards recording. After earning his audio engineering degree from Full Sail 
(recording school), he moved to Los Angeles in 1990 and spent the past 20 years working on the local studio 
circuit both as a session guitarist and a recording engineer ..... Michael’s fluency in French was definitely an 
added bonus when he also worked in the studio with French artists ..... Although most of Michael’s work has 
been in the recording studio, he has also done some touring (notably back in the early 90’s, when he toured as 
a Flamenco guitarist in a guitar trio..... Michael has also written songs in support of various causes. The most 
recent song, "What About Us" was written about the tragic situation in Syria. The song "Freedom" was 
inspired by the popular protests in North Africa and the Middle East. His song "We Will Not Go Down" was 
written about the horrific situation of the Palestinian people in Gaza. Michael also wrote a song called "Help is 
on the Way", about the devastating earthquake in Haiti, in 2010. These days, when he is not working on his 
own original music, Michael lends his production skills working with local artists in the Los Angeles area.”  
(http://www.michaelheart.com/about.htm) 
 
● Sandrine Poitou (LSY: 2nde in 1983) is a Professional photographer in Cagnes-sur-Mer. (Click on link below 
to access her website) 
 
● Mathias Hautefort (LSY : 2nde in 1983) est Directeur général délégué de Netgem. « Après un début de 
carrière au Ministère de l’Economie, des Finances et de l’Industrie, Mathias Hautefort réunit quinze ans 
d’expérience de Direction Générale d’entreprises dans le secteur Telecoms-Médias : successivement, 
Lyonnaise Câble jusqu’à sa cession par le groupe SUEZ, Viaccess (Groupe Orange), Pace dans le cadre de 
l’intégration des activités du groupe Philips pour en faire le leader mondial des décodeurs, et videofutur pour 
conduire sa mutation du physique au digital. Suite à la fusion entre Videofutur et Netgem, il devient Directeur 
Général Délégué du Groupe en 2013. Mathias Hautefort, 47 ans, est ancien élève de l’Ecole Polytechnique et 
de l’ENST. »    (http://edition2015.colloque-npa.fr/portfolio-item/mathias-hautefort/) 
 
● Zouera Youssoufou (LSY: Terminale in 1985) “is the managing director and CEO of Dangote Foundation, 
based in Lagos. In this role, she leads the Foundation’s efforts to improve the health, nutrition and educational 
outcomes for the less fortunate, primarily in Nigeria and in Africa ….. Prior to joining Dangote Foundation, 
Youssoufou was the World Bank Country Manager for Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and Sao Tomé and Principe. 
As such, she was the front-line person in the relationship with all three Governments ….. Youssoufou was 
responsible for developing the World Bank’s engagement strategies and overseeing the implementation of 
World Bank projects in the three countries. Prior to this, Youssoufou spent 6 years at the International Finance 
Corporation, where she led the Global Women in Business Program (WIN) ….. creating opportunities for 
women entrepreneurs in the developing world, specifically in Access to Finance. She joined the World Bank 
Group in 2005 from Citigroup’s Smith Barney unit in New York and Atlanta ….. Her previous experiences 
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include working with the European Union on private sector development issues, and management consulting 
with Deloitte & Touche in Ghana. Youssoufou holds an MBA in Finance from New York University’s Stern 
School of Business and a BBA in Marketing from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst’s Isenberg School 
of Business. She is fluent in English, French, Spanish and Hausa.” 
(http://philanthropyforum.org/members/zouera-youssoufou/) 
 
● Adrienne Falcon (LSY: 4eme in 1981) “(University of Chicago, PhD) is a Visiting Lecturer [at Carleton College. 
She] focuses on urban sociology, sociology of youth and community organizations, environmental sociology 
and ethnography of Latin America. She has conducted research on a diverse immigrant community in Chicago 
and on youth and education in Cuba and Ecuador. Her current work focuses on questions of power and social 
change through community organizing. She teaches courses in introductory sociology, urban sociology and 
ethnography of Latin America.” (https://apps.carleton.edu/profiles/afalcon/) 
 
Videos of LFNY alumni on the internet:  
● Pascal Pewinski discute le « Le défi de l'Hydrogène »  
● Yael Melamede talks at a local TEDx event about her (Dis)Honesty Project  
 
----- From December 2014 AALFNY Newsletter -----  
 
● James Lasry wrote that he: "has been a hedge fund lawyer in Gibraltar for the past 15 years, [and] has 
founded the Gibraltar American Chamber of Commerce which has recently been accredited by the US 
Chamber of Commerce in Washington DC. AmCham Gibraltar is now the 117th international AmCham. The 
AmCham held a trade mission in Gibraltar last May in the presence of the Hon. Ken Salazar, former U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior and, last month, a trade mission to Washington DC and New York. James would love 
to hear from LFNY alumni travelling through the south of Spain or Gibraltar at James.Lasry@gmail.com." 
 
● « Née à New York d'une mère brésilienne et d'un père américain, Daria (Maazel) Steketee a très tôt vécu 
dans un environnement artistique où la diversité de toute forme d'art rythme sa vie. De New York, elle garde 
le souvenir d'expositions de peintures, de rencontres improbables, de musique expérimentale contemporaine. 
Très vite, elle découvre et fréquente les musées et suit des cours d'art, s'enrichie au spectacle de nombreux 
opéras [.....] 
En elle, aussi une autre racine : ce "coté" sud américain, essentiel dans son œuvre. Il livre une approche 
passionnée, viscérale exprimant une sorte de mélange d'énergie et de poésie. Là, pas de censure. Pas de 
séparation. Pas de limites intellectuelles. Pas de catégories. Pas d'antinomies, même si la joie est présente 
dans la danse brésilienne, celle-ci invite aussi à la profondeur... c'est une de célébration de la vie [.....] 
Ce rythme là, c’est celui du cœur, qui vibre dans les danses ancestrales. Ce qui intéresse Daria, c'est bel et bien 
de travailler avec les énergies profondes, primordiales que l’on retrouve sans barrières. C'est sous ce prisme 
que le Brésil en elle s'exprime [.....] 
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Jeune, elle sillonne les sites archéologiques et s’imbibe de mythologie grecque et romaine. Ces voyages font 
naître un questionnement sur l'origine des choses et des civilisations, un désir de retrouver ce qui est caché, 
enfoui. [.....] 
Daria a commencé ses études d’art au Cleveland Institute of Art à Lacoste, sous la direction de Bernard Pfriem. 
Après des études universitaires de religions comparées et théatre à Bryn Mawr College et New York 
University, elle s’installe à Paris. Elle continue sont apprentissage de sculpture et peinture aux Ateliers Beaux 
Art de la Ville de Paris avec Daniel Jodet, aux Ateliers du Carrousel avec Véronique Jestin, à l’ADAC, aux 
ateliers Terre et Feu, taille de pierre avec Paula Gellis Reboulleau, et morphologie avec Jean-François Debord. 
[.....] »  (http://dariasteketee.com/)  (Click  here to access Daria's website) 
 
● Mono Schwarz-Kogelnik “(1967, London) lives and works in New York City. He studied philosophy at the 
University of Chicago and Kings College, London, and holds an M.Arch from SCI-Arc and an MFA in fine arts 
from Cal Arts. He works across a wide range of media, including sculpture, photography, drawing, painting, 
installation and conceptual interventions. At the core of his artistic research are the questions of 
representation, originality, authenticity and perception of art within Western art historical traditions. His work 
has been shown internationally, in venues such as the Belvedere Museum, Vienna, the UCLA Wight Gallery, 
Los Angeles, the Santa Monica Museum of Art, Los Angeles and the ISCP International Studio and Curatorial 
Program, New York. He was an artist in residence with RU Residency Unlimited (New York) in 2013, and is 
currently developing a book project based on his recent X90 
Project.”(http://www.monoschwarzkogelnik.com/bio.html) 
  
● Lynn Beauregard “is President of the Canadian Society of Corporate Secretaries, an association which 
represents governance professionals across industries in the private, public and not-for-profit sectors in 
Canada. She is also President and Owner of T.O Corporate Services Inc., a company which provides 
comprehensive management solutions for small or medium sized trade and professional associations.....” 
“.....she holds a university degree in Business Administration and Psychology from Bishop’s University. Her 
mother tongue is French and she is also fluent in Spanish." (http://www.cscs.org/LynnBeauregard)  
AND (ca.linkedin.com/pub/lynn-beauregard/6/659/a12) 
 
● Olivier de Larouzière "was born in Neuilly-sur-Seine in Paris in 1967. He graduated from Dauphine Paris IX 
University where he studied applied mathematics. Olivier started his career as a bond portfolio manager at 
Ecureuil Gestion in 1994 and in 1997 he joined BNP Paribas where he was a proprietary trader. In 2000 he 
joined Credit Lyonnais Asset Management where he was a senior aggregate portfolio manager and since 2003 
he has been a director and head of Euro bonds at Natixis Asset Management. Outside of fund management he 
enjoys golf and the cinema and theatre." 
 
● Valérie Fobe Coruzzi (Coach de Vie et de Relation chez VALUES & CHANGE): « De nationalité belge, née au 
Japon, ayant vécu aux Etats-Unis, en Argentine, en Italie, en France, en Turquie, au Cameroun et en Belgique. 
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Destinations variées qui ont contribué à développer son goût pour les différences entre individus, tous riches 
et uniques.....A travaillé dans le monde de la communication chez CONDE NAST Publications à Milan et Paris. 
Aujourd'hui, sa passion pour les relations humaines l'ont menée à développer ses connaissances du 
leadership, du coaching individuel ou collectif via le Playground Paris, le Coaching Training Institute et une 
certification I.C.F. » (http://www.valuesandchange-coaching.com/qui-sommes-nous/) 
 
● The Rev. Georges F. de Laire, JCL, was appointed as Judicial Vicar and Vicar for Canonical Affairs for a five-
year term in July 2013, in the Diocese of Manchester, New Hampshire. 
 
● Jennifer Steinmann "who has been with Deloitte Consulting since 1995, was named Deloitte's chief talent 
officer (CTO)....She oversees all facets of the Talent organization, including Acquisition, Delivery, 
Development, Specialties, Operations, Partner Matters, the Women's Initiative (WIN), Diversity & Inclusion 
and Alumni Relations....Jen received an Masters of Business Administration from Columbia School of Business 
and a Bachelor of Arts degree from Colgate University. She speaks French and Russian fluently." 
(http://www.deloitte.com/view/en_US/us/Insights/Browse-by-Content-Type/people_profiles/sorter/jennifer-
steinmann/) 
 
● Siddhartha Mitter: "I’m of Indian and American origin, with family roots in Calcutta and Boston. I grew up 
mostly in Paris, France, where I attended public schools, earning my baccalauréat from the Lycée international 
de St.-Germain-en-Laye. I moved back to the U.S. and graduated magna cum laude from Harvard University in 
1989. My studies there focused on political economy of development, Africa, and South Asia. 
I did graduate work in political economy of development at Harvard from 1990 to 1996. I spent five months in 
1992 and ten months in 1994-95 based in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, conducting fieldwork on the development 
and politics of the electric power sector in Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana. 
In 1996 I left graduate school for the private sector. I worked for CERA, the energy sector consultancy .....until 
2002. In CERA’s global electric power and Africa practices, I advised major oil and electricity investors, banks, 
and government agencies, and ran a research partnership with the World Bank.....Since 2002 I have been a 
freelancer, with the exception of three years on staff at WNYC public radio in New York from 2006 to 2009, as 
the station’s culture reporter. I’ve written and reported about the arts and music since 2004, particularly for 
the Boston Globe.....My freelance work includes journalism as well as consulting projects that draw on my 
background and continued interest and involvement in political economy, public affairs, and international 
development. I’ve been based in New York City since 2006....." (http://siddharthamitter.com/bio/) 
 
● Sloan (Lindemann) Barnett: Click here for her biography 
 
● Melissa Unger's new book ('Gag') has been published:  http://melissa-unger.com/gag/  
(or click here) 
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● Xavier Jubier “is an engineer and currently works as an IT Manager in a multinational French company 
outside of Paris. He started to get involved with solar eclipses in the early 90’s and now tries to combine three 
of his passions : solar eclipses, travel and photography. He maintains a website related to eclipses and has 
been directly involved in a few world premieres notably in Antarctica. (http://xjubier.free.fr/) In early 2007 he 
released the Five Millennium Canon of Solar Eclipses (5MCSE) web tool to allow the exploration of 11,898 
solar eclipses. A simplified version of this tool was later adapted for NASA's website and the same tool was 
later released for the corresponding 12,064 lunar eclipses (5MCLE). The year after he released Solar Eclipse 
Maestro a new software to automatize the photography of solar eclipses and soon after Lunar Eclipse Maestro 
for lunar eclipses." (http://eclipsechasers.in/image/xavier-jubier-bio.pdf) 
 
● « Après des études de lettres et de cinéma, Juliette Senik travaille comme assistante réalisatrice, réalise des 
Nuits magnétiques pour France Culture et des documentaires. Son premier court métrage Entre nous (le 
GREC, 1995), est sélectionné entre autres à Pantin et Locarno. En 2004, elle réalise un premier 52’ pour France 
3, Dans la force de l’âge, un documentaire sur des adolescents en BEP confrontés au 4ème âge, 1er prix au 
festival de Lorquin. Elle poursuit avec des films qui suivent de près des jeunes gens aux prises avec le monde : 
Flics de France (France3), Classe Louvre (France5), Thomas (Arte). Elle réalise aussi un film sur une chef 
d’orchestre allemande, Judith (Arte), et une histoire de Marcel Frydman, PDG débarqué de Marionnaud, Les 
tontons parfumeurs (Planète).» (http://www.chazproductions.fr/2010/08/juliette-senik.html) 
 
● Annabelle Mouloudji, « fille de Nicolle Tessier et de l’acteur et chanteur Marcel Mouloudji, dont elle est le 
deuxième enfant, est née le 26 juillet 1967. Elle vit à Paris avec son compagnon David et leurs deux fils.  
Après avoir brillé dans le domaine de la danse, sa carrière débute au cinéma en 1984 dans Un été d’enfer, aux 
côtés de Thierry Lhermitte, Véronique Jannot et Corynne Charby. Mais le grand public la découvre 
véritablement à la rentrée 1987. Au mois de septembre, le TOP 50 tombe simultanément sous le charme de 
trois nouvelles artistes de talent : Vanessa Paradis, Patricia Kaas, et Annabelle, avec la chanson Fuis, Lawrence 
d’Arabie, qui atteindra la 12e place des meilleures ventes de disques en France.  
L’année suivante, la chanteuse renoue avec le succès avec Casanova Solo, son deuxième titre. Fait rare à 
l’époque, ses clips vidéo sont tournés comme des films grand écran. Le troisième et très osé Impunément, 
sera d’ailleurs censuré [.....] Annabelle est une artiste complète : elle chante, elle danse et assure le show 
comme la comédie. On la retrouve ainsi simultanément sur un disque au profit des enfants du Liban, dans une 
comédie musicale, au cinéma ou dans une série télévisée américaine. 
Au début de la décennie 90, Annabelle réalise pourtant que la variété n’est pas sa vocation et décide de se 
consacrer à sa passion : le jazz. Au grand damne de ses fans, elle quitte la France pour les Etats-Unis. Pendant 
deux ans, elle apprend auprès des meilleurs artistes de jazz américain. Après de nombreuses représentations 
à New York, elle intègre le Sunset Jazz Club de Paris en 1996, puis le Quartet en 1999. Elle écume alors les 
festivals aux côtés des plus grandes, Nina Simone ou Tania Maria. 
Alors que de nombreux ex-chanteurs des années 80 tentent désespérément des retours souvent inattendus, 
Annabelle a depuis bien longtemps quitté le show-biz pour une carrière délibérément discrète, personnelle et 
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décalée. Dès lors, la qualité et le caractère priment sur la popularité. En 2000, c’est un magnifique album de 
contes pour enfants [.....] On la retrouve encore dans Bonne Nouvelle Louisiane, une comédie musicale d’un 
genre nouveau. Après avoir préfacé un ouvrage dédié à son père, Annabelle publie en 2011 La P’tite 
Coquelicot aux éditions Calmann-Levy. Un ouvrage biographique à l’image de l’artiste et sa carrière, pudique, 
sincère et résolument vivante.» (http://www.misscorail.com/Pages/AnnabelleMouloudjiPortrait.aspx) 
 
Videos of LFNY alumni on the internet:  
● Jennifer Steinmann encourages young leaders to 'say yes' to new opportunities and experiences 
 ● Annabelle Mouloudji is interviewed  
 
----- From December 2012 AALFNY Newsletter -----  
 
● "Née à Paris, Anne-Sophie Pastel a fondé et dirige avec son mari Marc-Antoine Dubanton le site 
Auféminin.com. [Elle] est loin de représenter les start-upper type de la fin des années 90 qui pensaient faire 
fortune en quelques mois avec un projet loufoque. [Elle] est une X (Ecole Polytechnique), qu'elle a obtenu en 
1991. Sa formation se poursuit à l'Ecole des Ponts et Chaussés où elle est diplômée en 1993.  
Sa carrière professionnelle commence au sein du groupe Carnaudmetalbox en tant que responsable 
marketing opérationnel......... En 1997, elle découvre Internet. Une étape clé dans la vie de cette femme qui 
deviendra quelques années plus tard la présidente d'Auféminin.com. 
L'idée d'Auféminin.com est née en même temps que sa fille, Fanny. Le manque de sites sur les jeunes mamans 
pousse Anne-Sophie Pastel à créér un site dédié aux femmes. Introduit en bourse le 20 juillet 2000, 
Auféminin.com est l'une des rares start-ups encore en activité. Auféminin.com se décline désormais à 
l'international avec notamment sofeminine.com. Le groupe est finalement cédé en 2007 à Axel 
Springer....."(http://www.edubourse.com/biographie/anne-sophie-pastel.php)  
"aufeminin.com is a French Internet portal dedicated to women's content. Founded in 1999 by Anne-Sophie 
Pastel,it is now one of the leading websites in its field. According to comScore data, it is one of the 25 most 
popular websites in France and rivals American women-focused web portals like iVillage.com and 
SheKnows.com." (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aufeminin.com)  
 
● Our "poet in residence" Gabin Langue Tsobgny, sent us another of his poems -- Success or Failure. (Go to 
Alumni Creative section of this newsletter)  
 
● Melissa Unger wrote: "I have founded a non-profit initiative called Seymour (in memory of my father). This 
is the website with all the associated information: http://seymourprojects.com/  .  Seymour's mission is to 
help individuals cultivate authentic creative self-expression by encouraging them to nurture their imagination 
and explore their subconscious mind. We're just getting started and will be seeking funding & partners for our 
efforts in 2013. 
Other than that, I still live in Paris and continue to provide consulting services to individuals, arts-related  

 
 
 
 
 

 
TOP: Daniel Bénéat ('85); 

BOTTOM: Marianne (Foeillet) 
Pujol ('85) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.misscorail.com/Pages/AnnabelleMouloudjiPortrait.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i0QuS8hvrhI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TbKROXfVb0
http://www.edubourse.com/biographie/anne-sophie-pastel.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aufeminin.com
http://www.lfnyalumni.org/en/news/no.32/10/1814
http://seymourprojects.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TOP: Irène Remi-Lekun 

Ogouma ('85); BOTTOM: 
Pierre Oury ('85 --right) and 
outgoing Chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral 
Mike Mu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
organizations, as well as consumer brands seeking insights into the arts and international creative culture: 
www.melissa-unger.com. Here is a recent article from the Huffington Post about what I am up to: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/nicole-garton/melissa-unger_b_1943636.html”  (Or, click on link below) 
 
● James Lasry wrote: "James Lasry has been in Gibraltar for the past 13 years. He is a partner at Hassans 
International Law Firm, where he heads their Funds Department. Recently, James was re-elected as chairman 
of the Gibraltar Funds and Investments Association. He recently organised an event showcasing Gibraltar's 
investment funds regime in London at Merchant Taylors Hall which featured Gibraltar's Chief Minister, the 
Hon. Fabian Picardo MP." 
 
● Philip Plottel "is founder and chief executive officer of Telshire LLC, a boutique consulting firm with a 
mission to help companies and institutions understand, strategize, and implement their life science, real 
estate, and facility needs. Plottel has over 20 years of domestic and international management and consulting 
experience.....Prior to starting Telshire, [he] was global head for design and engineering and head of 
Cambridge real estate, engineering, and construction for the Novartis Institutes for Biomedical Research ..... In 
addition, [he] spent a year as a program executive for Novartis’ Shanghai Campus; authored guidelines for the 
“laboratory of the future”; and implemented energy conservation measures.....Before his tenure at Novartis, 
Plottel was a principal consultant at Price Waterhouse Coopers.....  
Plottel earned his BS in civil engineering and engineering mechanics from Columbia University. He also holds 
an MS in engineering from the University of Texas at Austin, an MBA from Yale University School of 
Management, and is a licensed professional engineer in New York state." 
(http://engineering.columbia.edu/philip-plottel-bs88) 
 
● Stephane Dehais has worked in the Advertising and Communications Industry for 25 years, as an Art 
Director, Photo Retoucher and Motion Graphics Artist. Today, he offers his Motion Design services to 
110RPM’s clients. Using industry standard tools such as After Effects, Cinema 4D and FInal Cut Pro, Stephane 
is able to design and produce 2D and 3D animation for broadcast and web media.....When he’s not creating 
high-end Motion Graphics, Stephane can be found enjoying the great Northern Virginia outdoors with his wife 
and two sons." (http://www.110rpm.com/meet-the-experts/steph_dehais/)  
 
● Claire (Durand-Ruel) Snollaerts is "an art historian and a direct descendant of the famous art dealer Paul 
Durand-Ruel. [She] has devoted the past ten years to researching and writing the Pissarro critical catalogue at 
the Wildenstein Institute."  (http://www.rizzoliusa.com/book.php?isbn=9788876245251)  
 
● Maud Leclair: "Co-fondatrice de la SOFICA EDCA et de la société Roscoff (société de conseil spécialisée dans 
les industries culturelles), Maud Leclair travaille depuis 20 ans dans le financement du cinéma et la gestion de 
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SOFICA. Elle a notamment construit son expérience du crédit et du financement de la production audiovisuelle 
chez Cofiloisirs entre 1991 et 2006, tout en gérant les SOFICA Sofinergie.....et a participé en 2004 au 
lancement de Soficinema avec BNP Paribas. En Septembre 2006, Maud Leclair a également contribué à la 
création de Fortis Mediacom Finance, filiale de la Banque Fortis spécialisée dans le financement en trésorerie 
du cinéma."  (haussmann-patrimoine.fr)  
 
● "Operation HOPE is pleased to announce that Zouera Youssoufou, Country Manager for the World Bank 
covering Gabon and Equatorial Guinea, is confirmed to speak at the HOPE Global Financial Dignity Summit on 
November 14th-15th, 2012, in Atlanta, Georgia." 
(http://www.johnhopebryant.com/john_hope_bryant_/2012/08/zouera-youssoufou-country-manager-for-
gabon-and-equatorial-guinea-at-the-world-bank-to-speak-at-the-.html)  
 
● Laurence Abensour is the co-owner of Purple Cactus Studios, "which specializes in high-end custom faux 
finishes, murals, and stenciling." (http://www.purplecactusstudios.com/)  
 
----- From December 2011 AALFNY Newsletter ----- 
 
● Irène Remi-Lekun Ogouma wrote that she "is a Project Manager specialized in Peace and Security 
Community Development/Community Empowerment, Training and Capacity Building, Child Protection Issues 
and Gender initiatives in a post-conflict rehabilitation context. Her major interest is to deepen the linkages 
and dialogue between Field workers, Institutions (Universities and Educational organizations) and key 
Stakeholders toward community initiatives for a sustainable peace and development around the world. Born 
on the 4th July 1966 in the Republic of Benin, a French speaking country in the west coast of Africa, Remi 
moved to the USA (Riverdale, New-York) the first time in July 1983 when her father served as the first 
Permanent Representative of Benin to the United Nations until (1982-1987). During that period she attended 
the Lycee Français de New York......." She also wrote: "I would very much like to touch base with my former 
colleagues and possibly exchange with those who are interested in the area of Peace and Security." (To read 
Irene's full biography, click here) 
 
● Pierre Oury wrote: "I was promoted to Colonel in the USAF in May and am now the Chief of Current 
Operations & Training for 89 Wings across the Air National Guard. I am stationed at Andrews AFB, and still live 
in Washington DC with my wife Jennifer and daughter Jacqueline (five years old)." 
 
● Zouera (Youssoufou) Keita shared this with us: "My husband Moise Keita and I have finally fulfilled a long 
lasting dream: to return to Africa and bring our modest contribution to its development, and also to expose 
our two kids, Modibo (12) and Kaliyah (9) to our continent. So, since July, we have moved to Gabon, where I 
am the Country Manager for the World Bank. I also cover Equatorial Guinea. Moise is running his drilling 
company, which is drilling for both minerals and water wells. A truly challenging and exciting adventure 
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begins!   Wish us luck :-)" 
 
● Our "poet in residence" Gabin Langue Tsobgny, sent us another of his poems -- Sur le chemin de l'école. (Go 
to Alumni Creative section of this newsletter) 
 
● James Lasry wrote: "Hello to all my former classmates! After I left the LFNY in '79, I went to the Browning 
School and Shaarei Torah where I finished high school. Then off to Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore and 
finally Bar Ilan University Faculty of Law. I took a one year position in a law firm in Gibraltar where my mother 
is from. It's now over 13 years since then and I have been a partner at that firm (Hassans International Law 
Firm-www.gibraltarlaw.com) for the last 6 years. I practice trust law and I set up investment funds. I have 
been very active in the local funds industry - including drafting local legislation and advising the government 
on fund law. I am also involved with the Gibraltar Philharmonic Society (www.philharmonic.gi) so I get to play 
some music from time to time. I have a son, 23 who is studying engineering and I am married to Lianne, a 
midwife from South Africa with whom I have two daughters of 3 and 7 years. I would love to hear from any 
LFNY alumni who come to Gibraltar or the Costa del Sol!" 
 
● Regine Day wrote: " Coucou Marie-No...!!  Bisous de Montreal...xoxox" 
 
----- From November 2010 AALFNY Newsletter ----- 
 
● Melissa Unger shared a touching tribute to her father Sy Unger on the 10th Anniversary of his passing. (See 
Alumni Creative section of this newsletter, or click on link below.) 
 
● Michelle Adrienne (Lappas) Kotara wrote: "Michelle left for Kent boarding school and then graduated from 
Mount Holyoke College in 1989 with an M.A. in International Relations and French Literature. After receiving a 
Dutch Language Degree from Leiden Universiteit in 1991, she pursued marketing and graphic design at Shell 
Oil in The Hague, The Netherlands.  Upon her return she settled in North Carolina where she opened her own 
graphic design agency Better by Design, LLC. In 2004, she transitioned into full time parenthood and co-
established Kotara Studio, LLC with her husband Kenn Kotara, a full time visual artist. (www.kotarastudio.com) 
Michelle, Kenn and their six year old son Julian Alexander live in Asheville, North Carolina."  
 
● Nicolas Manset shared this with us: "I have been living in Hong Kong since August 2009 with my wife 
Marianne - who is a dentist, a peridontist specialized in implantology and gum grafts- and our two children 
Arthur ,aged 12 and Zoe ,aged 10. The Lycée Francais International in HK, where they both go is good but I still 
have a special spot for the LFNY!  I am a partner with Russell Reynolds Associates, an executive search and 
assessment firm , where I have worked for 16 years and where I run a part of our AsiaPacific business. 
I am still in touch with some of my Class of 1985 friends (too few) but would love to hear from those I have 
not heard from in a while. I travel very regularly throughout Asia (in particular Singapore, Shanghai, Beijing  
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and Tokyo) as well as Paris , where I still have a home, and New-York. Breakfast, coffee, lunch or dinner with 
former friends from LFNY would be great!"  
 
Videos of LFNY alumni on the internet:  
● Matthew Caws of Nada Surf plays an acoustic version of Blonde on Blonde  
● Daniel (Prieto Castro) Lorca performs "La Pour Ca" from Nada Surf's Let Go album  
● Gabriel Sylla interviews one of the clients of Sylla-Fitness 
 
----- From December 2009 AALFNY Newsletter ----- 
 
● Georges de Laire wrote that he is "a priest in the Catholic Church, [and that this year he] has been assigned 
by the Church to pursue three years of post-graduate studies in Canon Law (church law.) He is doing so in 
Rome, Italy, at the Pontifical Gregorian University. This is in anticipation of becoming the Judicial Vicar of his 
Diocese in New Hampshire, where he will be responsible for all aspects of ecclesiastic laws and the Church 
Tribunal.  
Depuis cette année Georges de Laire, promo 1985, en tant que prêtre catholique a été mute a Rome pour 
entreprendre des études de droit canon. Il poursuit ses trois ans d’études a l’Université Pontificale Grégorienne 
afin de revenir dans son diocèse du New Hampshire pour y devenir Vicaire Judiciaire et gérer le tribunal 
ecclésiastique." 
 
● “Born in Manhattan 42 years ago, Valerie Gross shares her time between her beloved native city and the 
wilds of the New Jersey suburbs to which love has lured her. After obtaining her baccalauréat from the Lycée 
Français de New York and her Masters in Media Studies from the New School, she held a number of jobs that 
allowed her to live and write. Seven years ago, she left a lucrative but mind-numbing job on Wall Street to 
reinvent herself as a full-time writer and editor. In that time, in addition to the completing the research and 
writing of Magdala, she has finished an unpublished novel, Our Lady of Everything, which is being optioned for 
a screenplay, and edited many works of scholarship, memoir and fiction. Since finishing Magdala, she has 
begun work on a culinary memoir about her mother as well as a new historical fiction about three sisters who 
seek refuge from the Holy Inquisition in the safety of a lovely New England town called Salem……” 
 (valerie-gross.com)  
" Valerie Gross’s book, 7 years in the making, explores the life, lineage and history of Mary Magdalene, and 
her relationship with the warrior-king Jesus. In this carefully researched debut work of historical fiction, 
"Magdala" explores Mary’s path from a healer and dutiful priestess to the Mary central and essential to the 
New Testament stories."  
 
----- From January 2009 AALFNY Newsletter ----- 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=thcnIS1mYKQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RqtJ6oKSZZg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=koFKatMkRMI


● Sabrina (Ray) Valli wrote: "We are still in Central Asia, but in a different country. All is well, kids are growing, 
and I am becoming a better person for it all. Best wishes to all of you!"  
 
● Catherine (Smith) Seutin nous écrit: "Bonjour à tous. Quel plaisir plus de 20 ans après avoir quitté le lycée 
de trouver des nouvelles de copains et copines et de pouvoir se rappeller de bons souvenirs. Après avoir 
enseigné le droit international public à Lyon, je vis maintenant en Provence (Montélimar) avec mon mari et 
mes 3 enfants (12, 11 et 7 ans). Une pensée particulière pour les copains de seconde (Daniel, Fabrice et Marc 
et d'autres ...)" 
 
● "James Lasry is a highly regarded practitioner who has been instrumental in setting up the majority of 
Gibraltar’s funds, including the first Experienced Investor Fund and the first Protected Cell Company Fund. 
Prior to joining Hassans in 1999, James was at the Ministry of Industry and Trade where he gave legal opinions 
on international trade and consumer protection, as well as advice on international research and development 
contracts to the Chief Scientist. 
James also served as counsel to the Israeli delegation in trade accord negotiations with the Czech and Slovak 
republics. Since joining Hassans, James has focused his expertise on funds, trusts, corporate law and financial 
services, advising the Government of Gibraltar on the regulatory and the tax treatment of investment 
funds....A member of the Society of Trust Practitioners, James advised on a substantial trust in a case involving 
litigation in Paris, New York and Buenos Aires that also featured in reports in the New Yorker magazine, the 
New York Law Journal and on CBS News. A graduate of John Hopkins and Bar-Ilan universities, James is a 
member of the Law Society of England & Wales, the Israel Bar Association and the Gibraltar Bar." (Hassans 
International Law Firm, gibraltarlaw.com) 
 
----- From July 2008 AALFNY Newsletter ----- 
 
● Lt. Jeannot Smith “is assistant branch chief of environmental protection for the U.S. Coast Guard for the 
Port of New York and serves in the U.S. Coast Guard while stationed in Staten Island.” In the picture above, he 
"describes the anatomy of a scallop to [a student] from Astoria Queens, during a Sea Partners event aboard 
the Peking Seaport Museum in New York City Aug. 19, 2000.” 
 
● "Yael Melamede (Producer) made a career shift from architecture to film in 1996 and since then, has 
worked in many capacities within the New York independent film community. Melamede was the Post 
Production Supervisor on Wayne Wang's THE CENTER OF THE WORLD, Paul Schrader's FOREVER MINE, and 
Paul Auster's LULU ON THE BRIDGE, bringing her into close working relationships with extraordinary creative 
talent and with a wide range of production, distribution and foreign sales companies. At the end of 2000, 
Melamede joined Madstone Films as the company's Production Supervisor. In that capacity, Melamede 
worked on the development, budgeting and scheduling of Madstone's feature film projects. Melamede also 
co-produced the feature documentary MY ARCHITECT, directed by Nathaniel Kahn, about the prominent 



architect Louis I. Kahn. MY ARCHITECT, which was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Documentary in 
2003, was released by New Yorker Films in the fall of 2003. Melamede holds a B.A. and M.Arch. from Yale 
University." (Evergreen,  evergreenthemovie.com/)  
 
● Christina Houri now runs a blingual Montessori/Bank Street pre-school called Le Petit Paradis in NYC.  
● A poem by Gabin Langue Tsobgny -- 'Hope at Dawn' 
 
----- From December 2007 AALFNY Newsletter -----  
 
● Pierre Oury nous écrit: "Je vous soumets les nouvelles suivantes:  
- Naissance de notre premier enfant en Nov 06, Jacqueline OURY (photo ci-jointe). 
- Comme Lieutenant Colonel dans la USAF, j’ai complété une année d’études au Collège Interaméricain de 
Défense, institution sous l’Organisation des Etats Américains (OEA), à Washington DC. Cette école a comme 
anciens élèves plusieurs chefs d’état d’Amérique Latine, dont Michelle Bachelet, Présidente du Chili."  
 
● James Lasry wrote: “I live in Gibraltar where I work as a lawyer setting up hedge funds and trusts. I am 
married with two children. I would be happy to receive any contact from LFNY alumni who are travelling to 
Gibraltar or the south of Spain.” 
 
● Nicolas Manset wrote: "Bumped into the website on a rainy Parisian afternoon in December 2007! I live in 
Paris with my wife of 11 years, Marianne, who has her own dental practice in Paris, and our two children, 
Arthur born in 1998 and Zoé born in 2000. I run the french office of Russell Reynolds Associates, a global 
executive search and assessment firm, where I have been a partner for some years now. It would be great to 
hear from old friends. I was particularly happy to see that Gaby Sylla, Ahpaly Coradin, Stephane Bailby and 
Isa Schnieders (all '85) are doing well. If any of you are in Paris some time, drop an email or call!" 
 
● Nathalie (Pochat) Richard ('88) nous écrit que "son frere, Thierry Pochat habite à New York et est Policier 
avec le NYPD." 
 
● Fabrice Griffoulière-Frere wrote: "Bonjour tout le monde! I've been following the LFNY newsletter for some 
time now, and have really enjoyed keeping-up with my old school buddies throughout the years. As for 
myself, I stayed in New york after the Lycée graduation, finding it quasi impossible to leave this insane city. 
I've been working in publishing for about 15 years now. In the last 8 years I was able to launch and develop a 
national magazine called "CITY", published out of NYC. It's a lifestyle Luxury magazine with a focus on Design, 
food, fashion and travel. If you haven't seen it, please visit our website at http://www.city-magazine.com. 
Recently, I stumbled on a small film reel that I had shot at the Lycée back in 1983 or 1984. I couldn't resist 
transferring it to video so that I could share it with some of you. It certainly wont win any oscar or film awards, 
but it may take you down memory lane. 

http://www.lepetitparadispreschool.com/
http://www.lfnyalumni.org/en/news/no.27/10/1271


In it, you might recognize Jonathan Littel ('85) hanging from a tree and who just last year won the "Grand Prix 
de L'académie Francaise" for his book titled "Les Bienveillantes". You might also recognize Daniel Prieto-
Castro('85) , AKA Daniel Lorca, and fellow band member Matthew Caws ('85) from the band Nada Surf. They 
released a new album last year called "the weight is a gift", which I highly recommend. Some of you might 
recall a band in the Lycée days called "The Cost of Living", our first foray into the music scene, with classmate 
Stéphane Dehais ('85) and our English teacher Patrick Thouron. It's really great to see that Daniel and 
Matthew kept their music ambitions going through the years, and that they have had such great success with 
it. On a similar music note, you might also recognize Alain (Nkossi) Konda ('86), who also followed the music 
trail, and also met great success worldwide.  
There are more quick glimpses at our friends from back then in the video. My best wishes to all of you, et 
bonne continuation! The video clip can be viewed on my site (which is undergoing a major revamp) at:  
http://www.planetfab.com/pages_video/Lycee.html  
 
 

----- From June 2007 AALFNY Newsletter -----  
 
WEDDINGS/MARIAGES:  
● From Gabriel Sylla : "Le 23 décembre nous avons célébré notre mariage civil au Palais de justice de Montréal! Pour celles et ceux qui connaissent la complexité de notre 
histoire, vous savez à quel point cet événement longuement espéré, est essentiel pour la suite de notre vie en commun au Canada. A force de rêves, de patience et de 
détermination, de nouveaux horizons s’ouvrent enfin à nous, nous dévoilant la possibilité d’un futur à deux, ICI, au cœur de ce Nouveau Monde que nous apprécions tant."  
 
BIRTHS/NAISSANCES:  
● From Ahpaly Coradin: "On October 25, 2006, my wife Sae gave birth to our third child. His name is Sakima Motonari Coradin. The name "Sakima" means "Chief" or "King" 
in the Lenape tribe of Delware." 
● From Jean-Edouard Courcier: "Big news is that Diane was born 3 weeks ago, on 18th May. That makes 3 beautiful daughters, Léonore (2002), Célia (2004) and Diane 
(2007). Girls, that's what I make! No wonder, I've always seen and positionned myself as a specialist." 
 
● A poem by Gabin Langue Tsobgny -- 'Reussir' 
 
● Ahpaly Coradin also wrote: "Last year, I returned to the practice of law, this time as principal of my own law firm, Ahpaly Coradin P.A. We are a boutique corporate, 
commercial and real estate practice serving clients nationally and internationally.  If you or anyone you know has need of legal advice for a business or an investment, we 
would like to hear from you or them." 
 
● Isabelle (Schnieders) Cota is the admissions and student affairs director at HEC Paris. Click here to read her interview with Business Week.  
 
● On March 12, 2007 the International Herald Tribune reported: "The American novelist Jonathan Littell, whose best-selling, 900-page World War II opus was written in 
French, has been granted French nationality. Because he does not live in France, two applications by Littell were rejected before Les Bienveillantes, or The Kindly Ones, was 
published last August and went on to win the Goncourt Prize, the most prestigious French literary award. But after Littell met with Prime Minister Dominique de Villepin  

http://www.planetfab.com/pages_video/Lycee.html
http://lfnyalumni.org/en/news/no.22/53/453
http://www.lfnyalumni.org/en/news/no.25/10/1079
http://www.businessweek.com/stories/2005-02-14/the-attractions-of-paris


 
['71], the authorities used an article of the nationality code allowing them to grant citizenship to French speakers whose 'meritorious actions contribute to the glory of 
France.' " 
 
● Jean-Edouard Courcier also wrote: "My wife Astrid and I are living in Zürich (the best city in the world as far as quality of life is concerned, according to Mercer 
Consulting). I work for FIFA (Fédération Internationale de Football Association), and Astrid works for Rolex." 
 
----- From December 2006 AALFNY Newsletter -----  
 
● Pierre Oury wrote: " I’m a Lieutenant Colonel in the USAF still flying F-16s in Washington DC (I’m on a leave of absence from United Airlines). I deployed to the Middle 
East for Iraqi Freedom in ’03 and worked a staff job at the Pentagon in International Affairs in ’05 (thanks to language skills learned at LFNY!). The USAF is sending me to get 
a Master’s in International Affairs at American University later this year. My wife Jennifer and I would love to get in touch with any LFNY classmates in the DC area!" 
 
● From Christina Houri : "After many years of soul searching, and traveling around, I have finally found my purpose. I am opening a Bilingual French Preschool next year 
starting July. The name is Le Petit Paradis. Look for the website to be up and running in February. It will be in New York city. If anyone is interested in putting their child in a 
Montessori French environment, please write me an email. I would love to hear from anyone in my class of 85. My email address is [available upon request from AALFNY]" 
 
● Jonathan Littell was awarded the prestigious 2006 'Prix Goncourt' for his novel, Les Bienveillantes.  
(For more details and a review of Jonathan's book, please go to the Spotlight section of this newsletter ) 
 
● See Alumni Creative section of this newsletter for a poem, L'Histoire, by Gabin Langue Tsobgny  
 
------ From February 2006 AALFNY Newsletter ------  
 

● Avis de Décès: Sappho Garelli 
 

 
● BIRTHS/NAISSANCES: Valerie Davin : ""Je vous annonce la naissance de Jessica Davin-Armstrong. Elle est neé le 29/04/05 en Angleterre où nous vivons. Elle ressemble à 
son papa et fait notre bonheur."  
 
● Matthew Caws wrote: "All these winters and summers later and I'm still playing in a band that can trace its roots back to Seconde at the Lycee. We've been called Nada 
Surf for eleven years. Daniel Prieto-Castro, now Lorca, is playing bass and singing and I'm still singing and playing guitar. Our fourth album, The Weight is a Gift, came out in 
September. If you live in a major city, chances are we'll be playing there this year. Our tour schedule is usually posted a couple of months ahead of time on nadasurf.com 
and/or you can always email me at [email address available upon request from AALFNY] to say hi. = " 
 
● Geraldine Haizet nous ecrit: "J'habite dans la région Parisienne avec mes deux enfants Jules et Sixtine nés le 20 Octobre 1999. En effet se sont des jumeaux! Je suis restée 
en contact avec Valérie Davin et c'est grâce à elle que j'ai eu l'adresse e-mail du site." 
 

http://www.lfnyalumni.org/en/news/no.24/7/940
http://www.lfnyalumni.org/en/news/no.24/10/958
http://www.lfnyalumni.org/en/news/no.23/50/599


 
 
----- From June 2005 AALFNY Newsletter -----  
 
● WEDDINGS/MARIAGES: Gabriel Sylla ('85) wrote: "I just got married (21 avril) to Emilie Desmond from France and who is living with me in Montreal. Ahpaly Coradin 
('85) made the trip from Miami to Montreal; it was a 20 year reunion." 
 
● Sabrina Ray wrote: "Having narrowly (and jealously) missed the Ukrainian Revolution, we were yards away from the Whitehouse storming in Bishkek. I must say, I don't 
know if you ever get over watching a Whitehouse being stormed, much less the disintegration (before your eyes) of a 15 year hold on power. The sea of people was 
tremendous, and the days were truly something to live through. Thankfully, all seems to be moving along in a peaceful and stable direction. I'm happy we no longer live in 
Kazakhstan, because that may be the next expected Revolution, and one possibly best to miss. But, that may be another issue altogether! Best wishes to everyone, may you 
all be safe and well."  
 
● Ahpaly Coradin nous ecrit: "Depuis ma dernière note de classe, mon épouse Sae et moi avons eu le bonheur de l'arrivée de notre fille Kayana, née le 25-10-04. Notre fils 
Akira a 3 ans. En Mars 05, j'ai mis fin à ma carriere d'avocat de 13 ans et j'ai lancé une entreprise de promotion d'immobilier à Miami, Coradin Developments. Le 30 Avril, 
j'ai assisté au mariage de Gabriel Sylla à Monréal, une soirée merveilleuse tant par la noce que par la réunion de deux amis. Je suis aussi en contacte avec Stéphane Bailby à 
Nice et Alain Konda en Allemagne." 
 
------ From November 2004 AALFNY Newsletter ------  
 
● Jean-Edouard Courcier wrote: "My wife, Astrid Macintosh Carver, and I are living in Zürich, Switzerland. We have two daughters, Léonore (2002) and Célia (2004). Astrid 
works for a video software company (Artsum) and I work at the Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA)." 
 
● Sabrina Ray wrote: "I'm in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, now (Kazakhstan and Ukraine before). My Italian husband Emilio attended the Lycee Francais Chateaubriand, Rome, and 
works for the EU. Based in Brussels, Rome & Croatia, we live in the former Soviet Union. I'm raising 2 beautiful kids (nearly 8 & 10!) and working here and there in project 
development while not doing homework or in the bazaar scoping out tonight's treat. Life is a trip and a half!" 
 
● Pierre Oury wrote: "I was recently promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in the USAF. I am serving with the DC Air National Guard at Andrews AFB as an F-16 pilot and was sent 
to Iraq for Operation Iraqi Freedom in Mar-Apr 2003. I am also a pilot for United Airlines currently living in Washington DC with my wife Jennifer." 
 
------ From Winter 2003-2004 AALFNY Newsletter ------  
 
● Matthew Caws writes: “Thank you Stephane Bailby for sending in some news about us last time, that was very nice. Yes, indeed, Daniel Lorca [Prieto-Castro] and I are in a 
group called Nada Surf (which, contrary to first appearances, is not a surfing reference, it means being lost in your imagination). We've just released our third album, Let Go. 
We've had some ups and downs in our career, but everything's going very well right now and we'll be touring most of the year. As if by coincidence, we play the most 
concerts in France. If anyone's in New York on February 17th, we'll be at the Bowery Ballroom. As for Paris, I think we'll be at the Olympia in  
June, but I don't have the exact date yet. Our email addresses are very simple-[email address available upon request from AALFNY] -and it would be great to hear from old 
classmates. And absolutely, do go to www.nadasurf.com and look at tour dates, in case we're playing near you and you have a free evening."  



 
● Daniel Bénéat writes: “I recently started an investment company called Globaleye Capital, Inc. I graduated with a B.S. in Int'l Bus. & Marketing from NYU in 1988 and 
graduated with an M.B.A. in Int'l Bus. & Finance from NYU in 1992.”  
 
● Régine (Le Navenec) Schultheiss writes: “[I] quit my job to stay at home and raise my two children: Roland Alexandre (age 4) and Martine Alix (age 2)” 
 
● Odile Rougé nous écrit qu’elle est en cours de mutation professionnelle. 
 
● De la part de Gabriel Sylla : «Grâce à votre site j'ai retrouvé beaucoup d'anciens camarades de classe 15-16-17 ANS après notre graduation. Ce site est précieux et très 
important. Je tiens à laisser des traces pour ceux qui aimeraient avoir de mes nouvelles. Je vie à Montréal au Québec (Canada.) J'ai fait mes études en administration des 
affaires (HEC-Montréal) et en économie. En suite j'ai décidé de suivre ma passion: le karaté. C'est au Lycée que j'ai découvert que j'avais des aptitudes pour le sport. J'y ai 
passé six années et chaque fin d'année je récoltais le premier prix d'éducation physique au grand regret de mes parents qui auraient préféré le prix de mathématiques par 
exemple. Aujourd'hui en 2003 je suis, à 38 ans l'athlète le plus âgé à monter sur le podium au championnat Canadien de karaté. Je suis dans un sport de combat où la plus 
part des combattants prennent leur retraite à 28, 29 ou 30 ans. Je suis fier d'être toujours en forme et de niveau pour rivaliser avec des jeunes fougueux qui ont par fois 20 
ans de moins que moi. Je vais bientôt terminer ma carrière avec les prochains championnats du monde de karaté Shotokan.»  
 
● From Régine Day: “What wonderful memories after so many years! Thank you for the website! Je tiens à saluer TOUS les copains et copines de la 2nde en 1982-83. Des 
années super-cool ! De temps en temps, je visionne les photos prises lors de notre picnic à Central Parc le dernier jour de classe en Juin 1983. Vous y êtes pratiquement 
TOUS, figés à l'age de 16 et 17 ans sur papiers glacés dans mes archives!! Grosses bises à Ahpaly, Gabriel (Bilou) mon voisin citadin, Zouera, Marie-Noelle, Lyne et al.! Gros 
bonjour aux cinq folles Isabelle, Patricia, Claire, Amélie, et sa soeurette, Hortense, qui sont venues me rendre visite par la suite en Haiti. Cheers to all!!” 
 
------ From Winter 2002/2003 AALFNY Newsletter -----  
 
● Ahpaly Coradin writes: "I have been living in Miami for almost 3 years now, after having spent 3 years in Tokyo. My practice is in corporate law and corporate finance, 
with a focus on Asia and Latin America. I have been married almost 2 years to my wife Sae Iguchi Coradin. Our son Akira was born Feb 3, 2002. I would love to hear from 
you."  
 
● Pascale Maré writes: "I am still living in New York City. I've been in the Home Furnishing industry for the past 12 years and am now working for one of the top 5 five 
businesses in the nation. I would love to get back in touch with ’85 classmates and compare decades! I am most interested in participating (or even creating) an ’85 class 
reunion. It will 20 years (gulp!!) in a few years, and I would love to see as many of us as possible attend......On a personal note, I have stayed here in New York since 
graduating, and even though this city is not my place of birth, at this point in my life, I consider myself a native New Yorker. I had many friends working in the Towers, and I 
thank God on many occasions that every single one of them made it out alive. I still have not made it down to Ground Zero. It's such a terrible reminder to me of what we 
have lost. But as I was reading Pierre Oury (’85)'s class notes, I thought perhaps he was flying over New York yesterday, July 4th 2002, and felt reassurance that someone I 
had shared memories with so many years ago was taking care of us. Perhaps I will make it down to Ground Zero this weekend, a most special weekend for this country.”  
 
● Pierre Oury writes: "My wife Jennifer and I have moved from Burlington, VT to Washington DC. I am an Airbus A320 first officer based in DC with United Airlines. I am also 
an Air Force Major and just transferred from the Vermont Air Nat'l Guard to the DC Air National Guard at Andrews AFB, MD flying the F16. I am originally from DC and just 
moved back into the neighborhood I grew up in before attending the LFNY." 



 
● Gabriel Sylla nous écrit : « Je suis encore très nostalgique quand je pense à mes camarades de classe et aux professeurs du Lycée. Je tiens à remercier l'association, car, 
grâce à vous j'ai pu retrouver beaucoup d'amis. Je suis encore un athlète de haut niveau au Canada, je viens de monter sur le podium à l'age de 37 ans au niveau national 
(argent) et je vais représenter le Canada aux prochains championnats PanAméricains de karaté. Sinon, je me suis rendu en quart de final aux derniers championnats du 
monde de Shotokan au Japon. Pour ceux qui veulent en savoir plus je vous suggère de visiter mon site web:  
http://gabman__1.tripod.com/gabkarate/  » 
 
● Stéphane Bailby nous a envoyé des nouvelles sur deux camarades de classe : «Daniel Prieto Castro se nomme maintenant Daniel Lorca. Il est bassiste de 'Nada Surf' et 
pour ceux que cela interesserait, il fait une tournée en Europe en octobre 2002. Je n'ai pas son email, mais toutes les infos et les dates de concerts sont sur 
www.nadasurf.com.... Le guitariste et chanteur du groupe est Matthew Caws. Voilà donc une formation musicale née sur les bancs du LFNY et qui tourne toujours.» 
 
------ From March/April 2002 AALFNY Newsletter ------  
 
● From Georges de Laire: “Upon graduating in ’85, I attended St. Lawrence University in upstate NY. I earned a BA in history in ‘89. I then worked in NYC for a year before 
returning to St. Lawrence for an M.Ed. in Counseling and Human Development. I worked for St. Lawrence as a Residence Director during that time as well as at Clarkson 
University as a Counselor. I earned my M.Ed. in ‘92. I then entered St. John's Seminary in Boston, Mass. to start my studies and my discernment to become a Catholic Priest. 
I earned an M.Div. and an M.A. before being ordained in 1997. I have been working in different Parishes in New Hampshire since that time and became a Pastor or "Curé" in 
2000 in the town of Pittsfield, NH outside Concord. I am still in touch with several Lycée friends, most of whom live in France: Isabelle (Schnieders) Cota is married to 
Philippe, and they have two children, Maxime and Zoe-Rose. I have also kept in touch with Jean-Paul Knott ’85 and Caroline (de Laage de Meux) de Nadaillac ‘85. In the 
States I am in touch with Lynne (Hawa) Thome ’85 who lives in Houston TX with her husband, Alberto, and their triplets. I correspond with Colette Astorgue ‘85 and with 
Zouera (Youssoufou) Keita ’85 and her husband, Moise Keita, who live in Atlanta, GA." 
 
------ From July/August 2001 AALFNY Newsletter ------  
 
● Henri Mensah writes: «It's great to (at last) have the opportunity to renew contact with the LFNY, which I left in '81. Back then, I was in 4è, with Bernard Doo Kinge, Marc 
Bonenberger, Nathalie Lajoie, Ingrid Stockner, Marie-Noëlle Colas, Delphine Lemaire ...I attended the Lycée with my brothers Alain '83, Francis '81 and with my sister '83. I 
am presently Director of the Burkina Faso office of groupe PRISM, a French advertising agency. I am married (no kids for the moment), my wife lives and works in the U.S. 
for Western Union, North America, as an international business development manager in the Washington DC area…. I regularly travel to see her, and visited the Lycée 
during summer vacation.I hope a get-together can be set up some time this year.» 
 
● Ahpaly Coradin is an international corporate attorney at Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP. Ahpaly graduated from Harvard Law School in 1992, has clerked on the Supreme 
Court of the Federated States of Micronesia, has advocated for human rights in Haiti, and has worked as a corporate lawyer in Japan. Ahpaly is married and currently lives in 
Miami, Florida, where he specializes in Latin American transactions.  
 
● Gabriel Sylla writes: «Je suis au Canada où je suis champion de karaté après avoir fréquenté les HEC Montréal. J'ai retrouvé Ahpaly Coradin, avocat pour une grande firme 
New-Yorkaise; Abdalah Sarré est un grand homme d'affaire au Sénégal; Alain Konda '86 est une vedette de la chanson africaine et world beat.» Good luck to Gabriel, who is 
in training for the 9/01 World championship in karate in Japan, and the Jeux de la Francophonie this June. 
 

http://gabman__1.tripod.com/gabkarate/
http://lfnyalumni.org/en/news/no.21/53/327


● Zouera (Youssoufou) Keita writes: «In August of 1999, my husband Moise Keita and I had our first child, a baby boy named Modibo Joshua Keita.» 
 
------ From February/March 2001 AALFNY Newsletter ------  
 
● Leila Abrous is finishing a Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry at the University of Pennsylvania and is currently interviewing for a position in the pharmaceutical industry. She is 
hoping to end up within commuting distance of NYC. 
 
------ From November/December 2000 AALFNY Newsletter -----  
 
● Fatoumata Cisse Ide is married and lives in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso with her 4 children.  
● Samantha Ellenwood Lourie was married last summer in New York, where she is a private chef and caterer. She graduated from the American University and Peter 
Kump's New York Cooking School. She also trained at the Ecole de Gastronomie Française Ritx-Escoffier in Paris.  
● MARIAGES et FIANÇAILLES: Samantha Ellenwood Lourie and Matthew Thayer Fremont-Smith were married last summer in NYC at the Roman Catholic Church of St. Jean 
Baptiste. 
 

 


