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Dgerfleld Arts Bank to open
in former Bank of Amerlca

By KATHLEEN McKIERNAN
Recorder Staff

SOUTH DEERFIELD
Ratlkll:l:’rg tlrllanksbem a venu"e)ag
cas checks an
the former B ank?%enca
building will become a place to
exchange and show art.

ane Trigere and Ken Schoen
of South Deerfield purchased the
Sugarloaf Street bank building and
closed on the deal this month.

The main entrance of the bank
will be transformed into an art

yallery, displayin ans changmg exhxb-

'l'he bankers' exchange area vnll
morph into an arts § store,
the bank manager's office will
become an art classroom and the
ATM room will turn into an instal-
lation art room, called the ATM
installation gailery.

All together, the site will
become the new Deerfield Arts
Bank, a title that represents the
building’s past and present.

’Ihgete hopes to open by the
winter.

“Our goal is to have something
happenmg all the time here,”

mmleenyears 0, and
Schoen moved to &m«
from New York City and turned
the old fire house into a book shop,
s”% % becst Tebag s
X 've n living in great
said. “We had
dlﬂerem ideas of what to do here.”
Trigere, an artist, worked for
the former Hatikvah Holocaust
Education Center in Spnngﬂeld
as a museum director
studied art history and commuted
to New York to attend the Jewish
Theological Se of Amenm.
The couple had debated
a bed and breakfast, wi
gallery in front and the book
shop. But they realized their build-
ing could not fit all their ideas and
they searched the town for avail-
able sites.

RocordenPaul Frarz
re of South Deerfield has bought the former Bank of
Amenca mldmg next to the old fire station, which they will con-

vert into a book store and residence.

wwnneed"';; dsaxd“ghat
brings people in ani em
back? I thought I'd like to have an
arts sup, wswre.mclassesand

anan exe
bank next door to
lhemputu a for-sale sign and the
couple e their bid.
“I have this energy and this
knowledge and I'm happy to have

“We thought, ‘what does this
Trigere

a place to share *t,” said. “1

eged to be ab) to do this.

'd it to be a beacon of joy and
artistic aq)mssxom"

Trigere, who will run the gal- m
lery, said she and her husband
have three goals: to have fun, to
create community ... and to pay
their bills.

“All three have to coexist,”
‘m'gre said. “I want it to feel
welcome. I want people to wonder
what's hapx)emng at the Deerfield

Theansbankmﬂhavearoswer
of classes for children and aduits
tromo:lpame;:gto stellobook

roi

front of the bulldmg ywill

be the exhibits, the first of which
is anticipated for February, if all
goedf according to plan, ere

The first exhibit would feature
local artists. But the goal is not
to have only local art, but fea-
ture a variety of work. Once a

Trigere said she'd like to
i:vite Frontier Regional School
students to do an exhibit.

Lectures from fiction to poli-
tics to poetry would be held in the
evening

'lhgene also plans to have live

“Vk want this also to be afford-
able for the community,” Schoen
said.

Trigere and Schoen see the
arts bank as part of a South
Deerfield renaissance.

A writing cafe, the Mosaic
Arts Cafe, recently opened in the
former Elm Street Bakery along
with an abutting yoga studio, Pure
Yoga and Weliness Studio.

“There's a lot of talent in South
Deerfield,” Schoen said. “You
have all this happening.”
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